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E6 CKOPBHAS CTPAHMLUA

Yiea u3 Kn3Hu HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK -

Can @pyMKuH

Bripaxaem rinybokue co00sie3HOBaHUS
danouxe, Harowe u eceii cemve.

Hamauwa u /luma Pamunep, Hpuna u 30u BpayH,
Mas I'ubanesuu c cemveii

Accouunanys BerepanoB BTopoit MupoBoii BoiiHbl Jloc- AHpkeneca
ri1y0OKO CKOPOUT 110 MOBOJY CMEPTH BCEMU YBAXKAEMOI'O

Cas ®pymkuna

OBbIBIIIETO Y3HUKA HALIMCTCKUX KOHIIarepeii, Co3iapiiiero A ccouuaniio
OBIBILIMX y3HUKOB, NEPEXXMBIINX X OJIOKOCT, AKTUBHOT'O OOPIIA 3a BBIE3]]
eBpeeB n3 ObiBlIero Coserckoro Coro3a, ipyra Hamen Accoupanuu.
Beunast naMsTh 3TOMy 3aMe4YaTeIbHOMY YEJIOBEKY.
Boipaxkaem coGoinie3HOBaHNE cembe U OAU3KUM TIOKOMHOTO.

Komumem

Cau ®pymMKuH

I'nyGoko ckopOuM 0 cMepTH

NAHOPAMA

Yuren u3 Kus3Hu

Can
D pymMKuH

3aMeyvaTelIbHbIN, JJereHJapHblil YEJTOBEK C HEJIerKou
Cyb0OI1, MOCBITUBLINI ce0s1 OOpbOe
3a CBOOOJTy €BPEEB, HAIlly CBOOOJTY.
bunaropaprocTe Caro — orpomHa,
CKOpOBb OT noTepu — Oe3MepHa.

Y MMBUTEILHBIM U XKU3HEPAJJOCTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM
Caii ocTaHeTcsl B Halleil NaMSsITH.

Hamm nckpennmne co00se3HoBaHus Jane U Cembe.

Bopa u Mapuna Cmopoounckue,
Jleea u Bukxa Cmopoounckue

ACCOLIMAIMS BEIBIIMX Y3HUKOB, ITIEPEXKMBIINX XOJIOKOCT,

C INIYBOKUM ITPUCKOPBMEM U3BEIMAET, YTO BEBBPEMEHHO
YUIEI U3 XU3HU 3AMEYATENBHBIN YEJIOBEK, BIECTAIINNI
PYKOBOJMTEIIb M1 OPATOP, HAIIl BOJILLIOM [IPYT Y IIOKPOBUTEJIb

Can ®pymKuH

CYXOJOM U3 XKNU3HU CASL PPYMKHWHA HAIIA ACCOUUAIIMA 1
BCA PYCCKOA3BIYHASA OBIIMHA ITOHECJIA BOJIbIIYIO YTPATY.
MBI TNIYBOKO CKOPBEMM W BBIPAXAEM MCKPEHHEE
COBOJIEBHOBAHME ET'O CEMABE.

Komumem Accouuayuu

OJIN3KOro HaM 4eJioBeKa, eMHOMBIIIJICHHUKA,

MPOJIOKMBILIETO BCEM HaM MyTh B AMEPUKY.

Hckpennne cobosie3HOBaHUs

danouke, Marouwe u s8ceti cembe.

o

Jlénsn u beanra Ppank
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Bripaxkaem rimy0okoe cobosie3HOBaHUE
IAN0UKE U CbIHY C cembell
10 MOBOJIy CMEPTH JIFOOMMOI'0 My»Ka, OTUA U e yLIKA

Casa ®pymkuHa

CkopOum BMeECTE C BaMH.

Cembs Makoeo3s

Bbipaxkaem nckpeHHee co00sIe3HOBaHKE
Dan0uKe B CBSI3U CO CMEPTBHIO MYy»Ka,
NPEeKpPacHOro yesuoBeka

Cas ®pymKuHa

KOTOpBIil 60pOJICS 32 BCEX IMUTPAHTOB.

Bcerpa 6yieM NOMHUTS.

AOMuHUCMpayusn u KoaleKkmua
Dvorsky School

Ymén us xusan

Can ®pymMkuH

3aMeYaTeNIbHbI, MY>XXECTBEHHbI, XWU3HEIOOUBDIN
YeJIOBEK, MPOLIEAIINIA B IOHbIE TOjbl (palllUCTCKUE
KOHI1areps, npe3uaeHT I0xHokannpopHuiickoro copera
B 3aLJUTy COBETCKHMX €BPEEB, MHOTO JIET AKTUBHO
Ooposimiics 3a mpasa eBpees B ObiBLIEM CoBeTcKoM Cotrose,
Haul JIpyT.

CkopOuM BMecCTE ¢ cembell
1 pasfielisieM MOCTUriiee ee rope.

Aana u Epum Cmoaapckue, @auna u E¢pum Kyuy,

Eaena u Baaoumup Bapxon, Huneav u bopuc Meaameo,

JIuza I'pueopusekep, Haym Canoxucnukos, Hiocsa I'elixman,
I'puzopuii I{oieymuux, IToauna u Mapkyc Kaunoepe,

Kaa Mluxeavbman, Mupa u Eeceii Inwumeiin, Ixoe Daeiibeposun
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HIAS
(Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society)
LOREO
(Local Russian Emigré Organizations)

['nyOGoKO cKOpOUM B CBSI3U C KOHUYMHOMN
BUJTHOT'O OOLIECTBEHHOTO JICSATEIIS
1 3aM€YaTEJIbHOTO YEJI0BEKa

Cas ®pymKuHa

He comueBaemcs, 4To fieno,
3a KoTopoe 6opouics Caii,
Oy/ieT MPOIOJIXKEHO,
U IaMSITh O HEM COXPAHUTCS HaBCErya.

T'uoeon Aponoghgh
Ilpesuoenm u Ucnoanumeanvnotii /lupexkmop XHACa

Mapuna beaoyeprkoeckasn
Hupexmop pycckozo omoeaa XHACa

Hncun bopw
Hupexmop npoepammot LOREO
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E8S naHopama

S1 Frumkin dies at 78;
Dachau survivor worked tirelessly
to assist Soviet Jews

By Jon Thurber

CKOPBHAA CTPAHMIA

Frumkin founded the South-
ern California Council for
Soviet Jews in 1968 and over
the next two decades would not
leave the issue alone.

Los Angeles Times
May 18, 2009

n the late 1960s, as reports
of repression of Soviet
Jews began to increase, a
question began filtering to
the West: “Why have you
forgotten us?”

Si Frumkin, a survivor of
Dachau and a prominent Los
Angeles textile manufacturer,
heard the question and it re-
minded him of the days before
the Holocaust.

A man of direct action,
Frumkin founded the Southern
California Council for Soviet
Jews in 1968 and over the next
two decades would not leave the
issue alone. For years his inven-
tive activism could be found in
protests at a variety of Soviet
cultural events.

‘When the Bolshoi Ballet
came to town, he distributed
fake programs outside the
Shrine Auditorium telling folks
to enjoy the show but added a
message about repression.
When Soviet President Leonid
Brezhnev visited President
Nixon at the Western White
House in San Clemente,
Frumkin released 5,000 bal-
loons with the message “Let My
People Go.” He hired a heli-
copter to fly over the Super
Bowl with a banner: “Save
Soviet Jewry.”

Frumkin, who did more than
anyone else in the United States
to focus attention on the
struggle of Soviet Jews, died
Friday of cancer at Providence
Tarzana Medical Center. He
was 78.

“Shaming the free world,
especially our government, into
doing the right thing was Si’s
cause,” said Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, who as a UCLA
student founded the California
Students for Soviet Jews at the
same time Frumkin founded his
group.

“Nothing was more abhor-
rent to Si than free people
sitting on their hands while
others in need of help suf-

.

Frumkin “acted as an ombudsman to a large degree,”

said his son Michael. “He explained American culture

to the emigres.”

fered,” Yaroslavsky said of his
longtime friend.

He was born Simas
Frumkinas on Nov. 5, 1930, in
what is now Kaunas, Lithuania,
to a family of affluent and
assimilated Jews who were not
actively religious. His father
was a prominent automobile and
motorcycle dealer.

The Communists took over
his father’s business in 1940.
The Germans went to Kaunas in
1941 and herded the Jewish
community into a ghetto ringed
by barbed wire. When the
ghetto was evacuated in 1944,
Si and his father were sent to
Dachau. His mother was sent to
Poland.

He and his father were forced
to work in an aircraft hanger and
manufacturing plant for the
Nazis.

“I was just 13,” Frumkin told
The Times some years ago. “I
carried bags of cement. I un-
loaded brass. I carried metal
rod for construction.”

Frumkin’s father died 20 days
before Dachau was liberated in
1945. Frumkin studied in Swit-
zerland and England before
immigrating briefly to Venezu-
ela, where he was reunited with
his mother. He arrived in New
York in 1949 and graduated
from New York University in
1953.

Shortly after graduation, he

moved to Los Angeles and
eventually took over Universal
Drapery Fabrics, a downtown
textile company. At night, he
earned a master’s degree in
history at Cal State Northridge.
Once the plight of Soviet Jews
caught his attention, he focused
on activism.

He tried to engage the local
Jewish Federation Council to
take an activist role in the name
of Soviet Jewry but was met
with resounding silence. He was
told not to rock the boat as the
U.S. was trying to achieve a
level of rapprochement with the
Soviet Union.

From the late 1960s on, he
relentlessly pressed government
officials to pressure Soviet
officials to open doors for
Soviet emigration. He started
an “adopt a refusenik family”
campaign across the country,
using the term applied to Soviet
Jews trying to leave. He orga-
nized demonstrations that got
thousands of people into the
streets. He burned Soviet flags
and was accused of using intimi-
dation in lobbying travel agents
to stop promoting trips to the
Soviet Union.

“Virtually everything that
was done emanated from Si’s
head,” Yaroslavsky told The
Times some years ago.

In that article, Yaroslavsky
recalled the occasion when a

Soviet freighter arrived in the
Port of Los Angeles. The two
men rented a motorboat and
headed out to the ship. Their
plan was to paint on its side a
sign reading “Let the Jews Go.”
But how to stay in place when
they cut the motorboat’s en-
gine? Frumkin solved the prob-
lem, Yaroslavsky said, by moor-
ing the boat to the freighter
with a toilet plunger.

By 1976, more than 72,000
Jews had been allowed to leave
the Soviet Union. Many came to
America and Southern Califor-
nia, and Frumkin turned his
attention to helping them. He
was a founding member of the
Assn. of Soviet Jewish Emigres
and offered guidance on how to
write resumes and go on job
interviews. He set up clothing
and household giveaways as
well as a network of free
healthcare providers.

“He acted as an ombudsman
to a large degree,” his son
Michael said Sunday. “He
explained American culture to
the emigres and told them how
to get things done.”

In his later years, Frumkin also
worked to help Ethiopian Jews
emigrate and most recently was
involved with the Israel Christian
Nexus, an organization of Jews
and evangelical Christians that
supports Israel’s right to exist.

In addition to his son, he is
survived by his wife, Ella, and
two grandchildren. His son
Larry died in 1999.

“He was an integral part of
who I am and . . . with the
exception of my own parents
and family, no one has had so
profound an impact on me,”
said Yaroslavsky, who will
deliver the eulogy for Frumkin
at 2 p.m. today at Mt. Sinai
Memorial Park, 5950 Forest
Lawn Drive, Hollywood.

Instead of flowers, his family
asks that contributions be made
to the organization he founded,
the Southern California Council
for Soviet Jews, P.O. Box
1542, Studio City, CA 91614.
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