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ì¯ÂÎ ËÁ ÊËÁÌË ÌÂÓ·˚ÍÌÓ‚ÂÌÌ˚È ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ -

ë‡È îÛÏÍËÌ

Ç˚‡Ê‡ÂÏ „ÎÛ·ÓÍËÂ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËfl
ùÎÎÓ˜ÍÂ, àÎ˛¯Â Ë ‚ÒÂÈ ÒÂÏ¸Â.

ç‡Ú‡¯‡ Ë ÑËÏ‡ ê‡ÚËÌÂ, àËÌ‡ Ë ù‰Ë Å‡ÛÌ,
å‡fl ÉË·‡ÎÂ‚Ë˜ Ò ÒÂÏ¸ÂÈ

ì¯ÂÎ ËÁ ÊËÁÌË

ë‡È

îÛÏÍËÌ
Á‡ÏÂ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È, ÎÂ„ÂÌ‰‡Ì˚È ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ Ò ÌÂÎÂ„ÍÓÈ

ÒÛ‰¸·ÓÈ, ÔÓÒ‚flÚË‚¯ËÈ ÒÂ·fl ·Ó¸·Â
Á‡ Ò‚Ó·Ó‰Û Â‚ÂÂ‚, Ì‡¯Û Ò‚Ó·Ó‰Û.
ÅÎ‡„Ó‰‡ÌÓÒÚ¸ ë‡˛ – Ó„ÓÏÌ‡,
ÒÍÓ·¸ ÓÚ ÔÓÚÂË – ·ÂÁÏÂÌ‡.

ì‰Ë‚ËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚Ï Ë ÊËÁÌÂ‡‰ÓÒÚÌ˚Ï ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍÓÏ
ë‡È ÓÒÚ‡ÌÂÚÒfl ‚ Ì‡¯ÂÈ Ô‡ÏflÚË.

ç‡¯Ë ËÒÍÂÌÌËÂ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËfl ùÎÎÂ Ë ÒÂÏ¸Â.

ÅÓfl Ë å‡ËÌ‡ ëÏÓÓ‰ËÌÒÍËÂ,
 ãÂ‚‡ Ë ÇËÍ‡ ëÏÓÓ‰ËÌÒÍËÂ

ÄëëéñàÄñàü ÅõÇòàï ìáçàäéÇ, èÖêÖÜàÇòàï ïéãéäéëí,
ë ÉãìÅéäàå èêàëäéêÅàÖå àáÇÖôÄÖí, óíé ÅÖáÇêÖåÖççé
ìò›ã  àá  Üàáçà  áÄåÖóÄíÖãúçõâ  óÖãéÇÖä, ÅãÖëíüôàâ
êìäéÇéÑàíÖãú à éêÄíéê, çÄò Åéãúòéâ ÑêìÉ à èéäêéÇàíÖãú

ë‡È îÛÏÍËÌ

ë ìïéÑéå  àá Üàáçà ëÄü îêìåäàçÄ çÄòÄ ÄëëéñàÄñàü à
Çëü êìëëäéüáõóçÄü  éÅôàçÄ  èéçÖëãÄ  Åéãúòìû ìíêÄíì.
åõ   ÉãìÅéäé   ëäéêÅàå   à   ÇõêÄÜÄÖå  àëäêÖççÖÖ
ëéÅéãÖáçéÇÄçàÖ  ÖÉé  ëÖåúÖ.

ÄÒÒÓˆË‡ˆËfl ‚ÂÚÂ‡ÌÓ‚ ÇÚÓÓÈ ÏËÓ‚ÓÈ ‚ÓÈÌ˚ ãÓÒ-ÄÌ‰ÊÂÎÂÒ‡
„ÎÛ·ÓÍÓ ÒÍÓ·ËÚ ÔÓ ÔÓ‚Ó‰Û ÒÏÂÚË ‚ÒÂÏË Û‚‡Ê‡ÂÏÓ„Ó

ë‡fl îÛÏÍËÌ‡
·˚‚¯Â„Ó ÛÁÌËÍ‡ Ì‡ˆËÒÚÒÍËı ÍÓÌˆÎ‡„ÂÂÈ, ÒÓÁ‰‡‚¯Â„Ó ÄÒÒÓˆË‡ˆË˛
·˚‚¯Ëı ÛÁÌËÍÓ‚, ÔÂÂÊË‚¯Ëı ïÓÎÓÍÓÒÚ, ‡ÍÚË‚ÌÓ„Ó ·Óˆ‡ Á‡ ‚˚ÂÁ‰
Â‚ÂÂ‚ ËÁ ·˚‚¯Â„Ó ëÓ‚ÂÚÒÍÓ„Ó ëÓ˛Á‡, ‰Û„‡ Ì‡¯ÂÈ ÄÒÒÓˆË‡ˆËË.

ÇÂ˜Ì‡fl Ô‡ÏflÚ¸ ˝ÚÓÏÛ Á‡ÏÂ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸ÌÓÏÛ ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍÛ.
Ç˚‡Ê‡ÂÏ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËÂ ÒÂÏ¸Â Ë ·ÎËÁÍËÏ ÔÓÍÓÈÌÓ„Ó.

äÓÏËÚÂÚ

ë‡È îÛÏÍËÌ

ÉÎÛ·ÓÍÓ ÒÍÓ·ËÏ Ó ÒÏÂÚË

·ÎËÁÍÓ„Ó Ì‡Ï ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ‡, Â‰ËÌÓÏ˚¯ÎÂÌÌËÍ‡,

ÔÓÎÓÊË‚¯Â„Ó ‚ÒÂÏ Ì‡Ï ÔÛÚ¸ ‚ ÄÏÂËÍÛ.

àÒÍÂÌÌËÂ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËfl

ùÎÎÓ˜ÍÂ, àÎ˛¯Â Ë ‚ÒÂÈ ÒÂÏ¸Â.

ãfiÌfl Ë ÅÂÎÎ‡ î‡ÌÍ

 äÓÏËÚÂÚ ÄÒÒÓˆË‡ˆËË
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Ç˚‡Ê‡ÂÏ „ÎÛ·ÓÍÓÂ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËÂ
ùÎÎÓ˜ÍÂ Ë Ò˚ÌÛ Ò ÒÂÏ¸ÂÈ

ÔÓ ÔÓ‚Ó‰Û ÒÏÂÚË Î˛·ËÏÓ„Ó ÏÛÊ‡, ÓÚˆ‡ Ë ‰Â‰Û¯ÍË

ë‡fl îÛÏÍËÌ‡
ëÍÓ·ËÏ ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ Ò ‚‡ÏË.

ëÂÏ¸fl å‡ÍÓ‚ÓÁ

ì¯fiÎ ËÁ ÊËÁÌË

ë‡È îÛÏÍËÌ

Á‡ÏÂ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È, ÏÛÊÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚È, ÊËÁÌÂÎ˛·Ë‚˚È
˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ, ÔÓ¯Â‰¯ËÈ ‚ ˛Ì˚Â „Ó‰˚ Ù‡¯ËÒÚÒÍËÂ
ÍÓÌˆÎ‡„Âfl, ÔÂÁË‰ÂÌÚ ûÊÌÓÍ‡ÎËÙÓÌËÈÒÍÓ„Ó ÒÓ‚ÂÚ‡
‚ Á‡˘ËÚÛ ÒÓ‚ÂÚÒÍËı Â‚ÂÂ‚, ÏÌÓ„Ó ÎÂÚ ‡ÍÚË‚ÌÓ
·ÓÓ‚¯ËÈÒfl Á‡ Ô‡‚‡ Â‚ÂÂ‚ ‚ ·˚‚¯ÂÏ ëÓ‚ÂÚÒÍÓÏ  ëÓ˛ÁÂ,
Ì‡¯ ‰Û„.

ëÍÓ·ËÏ ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ Ò ÒÂÏ¸ÂÈ
Ë ‡Á‰ÂÎflÂÏ ÔÓÒÚË„¯ÂÂ ÂÂ „ÓÂ.

Ç˚‡Ê‡ÂÏ ËÒÍÂÌÌÂÂ ÒÓ·ÓÎÂÁÌÓ‚‡ÌËÂ
ùÎÎÓ˜ÍÂ ‚ Ò‚flÁË ÒÓ ÒÏÂÚ¸˛ ÏÛÊ‡,

ÔÂÍ‡ÒÌÓ„Ó ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ‡

ë‡fl îÛÏÍËÌ‡
ÍÓÚÓ˚È ·ÓÓÎÒfl Á‡ ‚ÒÂı ˝ÏË„‡ÌÚÓ‚.

ÇÒÂ„‰‡ ·Û‰ÂÏ ÔÓÏÌËÚ¸.

Ä‰ÏËÌËÒÚ‡ˆËfl Ë ÍÓÎÎÂÍÚË‚
Dvorsky School

HIAS
(Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society)

LOREO
(Local Russian Emigre Organizations)

ÉÎÛ·ÓÍÓ ÒÍÓ·ËÏ ‚ Ò‚flÁË Ò ÍÓÌ˜ËÌÓÈ
‚Ë‰ÌÓ„Ó Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓ„Ó ‰ÂflÚÂÎfl

Ë Á‡ÏÂ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ„Ó ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ‡

ë‡fl îÛÏÍËÌ‡

çÂ ÒÓÏÌÂ‚‡ÂÏÒfl, ˜ÚÓ ‰ÂÎÓ,
Á‡ ÍÓÚÓÓÂ ·ÓÓÎÒfl ë‡È,

·Û‰ÂÚ ÔÓ‰ÓÎÊÂÌÓ,
Ë Ô‡ÏflÚ¸ Ó ÌÂÏ ÒÓı‡ÌËÚÒfl Ì‡‚ÒÂ„‰‡.

ÉË‰ÂÓÌ ÄÓÌÓÙÙ
èÂÁË‰ÂÌÚ Ë àÒÔÓÎÌËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È ÑËÂÍÚÓ ïàÄë‡

å‡ËÌ‡ ÅÂÎÓˆÂÍÓ‚ÒÍ‡fl
ÑËÂÍÚÓ ÛÒÒÍÓ„Ó ÓÚ‰ÂÎ‡ ïàÄë‡

ÑÊËÌ ÅÓ˘
ÑËÂÍÚÓ ÔÓ„‡ÏÏ˚ LOREO

‘ ‘

ÄÎÎ‡ Ë ÖÙËÏ ëÚÓÎflÒÍËÂ, î‡ËÌ‡ Ë ÖÙËÏ äÛˆ,
ÖÎÂÌ‡ Ë ÇÎ‡‰ËÏË Å‡ÍÓÌ, çËÌÂÎ¸ Ë ÅÓËÒ åÂÎ‡ÏÂ‰,

ãËÁ‡ ÉË„ÓË‚ÍÂ, ç‡ÛÏ ë‡ÔÓÊÌËÍÓ‚, ç˛Òfl ÉÂÈıÏ‡Ì,
ÉË„ÓËÈ ñ˚„ÛÚÌËÍ, èÓÎËÌ‡ Ë å‡ÍÛÒ äÎËÌ·Â„,

ûÎfl òËıÂÎ¸Ï‡Ì, åË‡ Ë Ö‚ÒÂÈ ùÔ¯ÚÂÈÌ, üÍÓ‚ îÎÂÈ·ÂÓ‚Ë˜
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Si Frumkin dies at 78;
Dachau survivor worked tirelessly
to assist Soviet Jews

By Jon Thurber

Los Angeles Times
May 18, 2009

n the late 1960s, as reports

of repression of Soviet

Jews began to increase, a

question began filtering to

the West: “Why have you

forgotten us?”

Si Frumkin, a survivor of

Dachau and a prominent Los

Angeles textile manufacturer,

heard the question and it re-

minded him of the days before

the Holocaust.

A man of direct action,

Frumkin founded the Southern

California Council for Soviet

Jews in 1968 and over the next

two decades would not leave the

issue alone. For years his inven-

tive activism could be found in

protests at a variety of Soviet

cultural events.

When the Bolshoi Ballet

came to town, he distributed

fake programs outside the

Shrine Auditorium telling folks

to enjoy the show but added a

message about repression.

When Soviet President Leonid

Brezhnev visited President

Nixon at the Western White

House in San Clemente,

Frumkin released 5,000 bal-

loons with the message “Let My

People Go.” He hired a heli-

copter to fly over the Super

Bowl with a banner: “Save

Soviet Jewry.”

Frumkin, who did more than

anyone else in the United States

to focus attention on the

struggle of Soviet Jews, died

Friday of cancer at Providence

Tarzana Medical Center. He

was 78.

“Shaming the free world,

especially our government, into

doing the right thing was Si’s

cause,” said Supervisor Zev

Yaroslavsky, who as a UCLA

student founded the California

Students for Soviet Jews at the

same time Frumkin founded his

group.

“Nothing was more abhor-

rent to Si than free people

sitting on their hands while

others in need of help suf-

Frumkin founded the South-
ern California Council for
Soviet Jews in 1968 and over
the next two decades would not
leave the issue alone.

fered,” Yaroslavsky said of his

longtime friend.

He was born Simas

Frumkinas on Nov. 5, 1930, in

what is now Kaunas, Lithuania,

to a family of affluent and

assimilated Jews who were not

actively religious. His father

was a prominent automobile and

motorcycle dealer.

The Communists took over

his father’s business in 1940.

The Germans went to Kaunas in

1941 and herded the Jewish

community into a ghetto ringed

by barbed wire. When the

ghetto was evacuated in 1944,

Si and his father were sent to

Dachau. His mother was sent to

Poland.

He and his father were forced

to work in an aircraft hanger and

manufacturing plant for the

Nazis.

“I was just 13,” Frumkin told

The Times some years ago. “I

carried bags of cement. I un-

loaded brass. I carried metal

rod for construction.”

Frumkin’s father died 20 days

before Dachau was liberated in

1945. Frumkin studied in Swit-

zerland and England before

immigrating briefly to Venezu-

ela, where he was reunited with

his mother. He arrived in New

York in 1949 and graduated

from New York University in

1953.

Shortly after graduation, he

moved to Los Angeles and

eventually took over Universal

Drapery Fabrics, a downtown

textile company. At night, he

earned a master’s degree in

history at Cal State Northridge.

Once the plight of Soviet Jews

caught his attention, he focused

on activism.

He tried to engage the local

Jewish Federation Council to

take an activist role in the name

of Soviet Jewry but was met

with resounding silence. He was

told not to rock the boat as the

U.S. was trying to achieve a

level of rapprochement with the

Soviet Union.

From the late 1960s on, he

relentlessly pressed government

officials to pressure Soviet

officials to open doors for

Soviet emigration. He started

an “adopt a refusenik family”

campaign across the country,

using the term applied to Soviet

Jews trying to leave. He orga-

nized demonstrations that got

thousands of people into the

streets. He burned Soviet flags

and was accused of using intimi-

dation in lobbying travel agents

to stop promoting trips to the

Soviet Union.

“Virtually everything that

was done emanated from Si’s

head,” Yaroslavsky told The

Times some years ago.

In that article, Yaroslavsky

recalled the occasion when a

Soviet freighter arrived in the

Port of Los Angeles. The two

men rented a motorboat and

headed out to the ship. Their

plan was to paint on its side a

sign reading “Let the Jews Go.”

But how to stay in place when

they cut the motorboat’s en-

gine? Frumkin solved the prob-

lem, Yaroslavsky said, by moor-

ing the boat to the freighter

with a toilet plunger.

By 1976, more than 72,000

Jews had been allowed to leave

the Soviet Union. Many came to

America and Southern Califor-

nia, and Frumkin turned his

attention to helping them. He

was a founding member of the

Assn. of Soviet Jewish Emigres

and offered guidance on how to

write resumes and go on job

interviews. He set up clothing

and household giveaways as

well as a network of free

healthcare providers.

“He acted as an ombudsman

to a large degree,” his son

Michael said Sunday. “He

explained American culture to

the emigres and told them how

to get things done.”

In his later years, Frumkin also

worked to help Ethiopian Jews

emigrate and most recently was

involved with the Israel Christian

Nexus, an organization of Jews

and evangelical Christians that

supports Israel’s right to exist.

In addition to his son, he is

survived by his wife, Ella, and

two grandchildren. His son

Larry died in 1999.

“He was an integral part of

who I am and . . . with the

exception of my own parents

and family, no one has had so

profound an impact on me,”

said Yaroslavsky, who will

deliver the eulogy for Frumkin

at 2 p.m. today at Mt. Sinai

Memorial Park, 5950 Forest

Lawn Drive, Hollywood.

Instead of flowers, his family

asks that contributions be made

to the organization he founded,

the Southern California Council

for Soviet Jews, P.O. Box

1542, Studio City, CA 91614.

I

Frumkin “acted as an ombudsman to a large degree,”
said his son Michael. “He explained American culture
to the emigres.”


